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"I, INTRODUCTION

The Earth Charter is the product of a worldwide, decade long, cross cultural dialogue on common
goals and shared values. It was drafted by a civil society initiative and launched in 2000. The
mission of the Earth Charter Initiative is to promote the transition to sustainable ways of living and
a global society founded on a shared ethical framework that includes respect and care for the
“community of life, ecological integrity, universal human rights, respect for diversity, economic "
justice,- democracy, and a culture of peace.

‘This Guide is intended for all educators who are concerned to develop educational systems and
programs that prepare young people and adults to live sustainably and become responsible local
and global citizens in the 21 century. It provides basic information on how to use the Earth
Charter in educational settings. It will be especially helpful to educators who are working in the
fields of environmental education, education for sustainable development, human rights education,
human ecology education, peace education, humane education, social education and allied
areas. The Earth Charter can also be used to assess and reconstruct the entire curriculum and
management practices of an educational mstrtutlon in an effort to ensure that the mstrtutlon is domg
- everythmg it can to prepare students to meet the great challenges of our time.

The second section of this gurde briefly outlmes the history of education for sustainable ways of
living and the significance of the Earth Charter as a teaching and learning resource. The third’
section discusses the significance of ethics and explains the important place of ethical values in
the Earth Charter. The fourth section identifies major themes that the Earth Charter can help
address in diverse educational settings. The fifth section lists a number of the educational goals
that teachers can consider when using the Earth Charter. The sixth section presents guidelines for
developing Earth Charter educational materials and programmes.

Earth Charter Principle 14 emphasizes the need to “integrate into formal education and life-long
learning the knowledge, values, and skills needed for a sustainable way of life.” From the outset,
education has been at the center of the Earth Charter's purpose and a major focus of the Earth

Charter Inmatlve s programmes. , e .

A S|gn|frcant body of knowledge has been deve|oped around the use of the Earth Charter in
teaching and learning. Educators from all regions of the world have contributed to this body of
knowledge, based on their practrcal expenences of applying the Earth Charter in a diversity of -
. educational settmgs

in. - EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE WAYS OF LIVING AND THE EARTH CHARTER

The Earth Charteris berng used in educatron for all ages and wrthln formal and non~forma|
contexts. It has proved to be an especially valuable teaching instrument in the evolving field of
environmental education ,.and its principles are in.accord with UNESCO's early defm,!tlons of
_environmental education found in the Belgrade Charter (1975) and the Thilisi Declaration (1977). It
has been utilized in human rights and peace education and has been taken up in. new educational
“endeavors aimed at sustainability designated variously as education for sustainable development,
education for sustainability, and, even, environmental education for sustainable development. in
these various arenas, the Earth Charter is contribuiting to the ongoing critical conceptualization of

* education processes that alm to develop understandmg of and promote justice, sustainability and
peace. e

i
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" . The United Nations has declared 2005-2014 the Decade of Educat/on for Sustainable

Development (DESD), and the United Nation's understanding of ESD is inclusive of these broader
issues of justice, sustainability, and peace. According to UNESCO s plan of implementation for'the -
DESD, the overall'goal of the DESD is “to integrate the values inherent in sustainable development.
into all aspects of learning to encourage changes in behavior that allow for a more sustainable and
just society for-all.” A'key'question for DESD is: what are the values inherent in sustainable
deVe/opment and the ethical principles that can guide sustainab/e‘ Ways of living?

The Earth Charter reflects the consensus taking form in the emergmg global crvrl socrety on
universal values for sustainable development and can validly claim to represent a core set of

-shared ethical principles with a broad and multicuitural base of global supporters. In the holistic
sensg promoted by the Earth Charter, sustainable development or sustainable ways of living .

_ require changes in both the hearts and minds of individuals, along with the reorientation of public -
_policies and practices. Education is a key to advancing the transition to. more sustainable ways of

living as it can help rekindle more caring relationships among humans and between humans and

" the natural worid. It can facilitate the creative exploration of more environmentally and socially -

responsible forms of development. For this to happen, it is crucial to foster education that helps

people understand the fundamental changes needed if sustainable development is to be realized.

The opening sentence of the Earth Charter preamble states: "We stand at a critical moment in
Earth's history a time when humanity must.choose its future." First and foremost, this involves a

choice of guiding ethical values. Inthis regard, the Earth Charter calls for a new sense of universal - ]

responsrbrlrty that reflects the spirit of solidarity with the whole human family, including future ‘
generations, and a commitment to’protect the well-being of the.community of life ‘as a whole, of
which humanity is one rnterdependent part. Educatton has a cntlcal role to play in awakening this
sense of unlversal responsibility. ‘ ;

Values educatlon is a contested figld due to concerns over “which” values and “whose” values are
being promoted. Such concerns are less’of an issue when the values being examined represent
core values that respect human dignity, are life afflrmrng and are consistent with those of many
cultures around the world. However, crrtrcal thlnklng is needed concernmg what values should
gurde our decrsrons and actions..

The Earth Charter provides an integrated and coherent framework for developing eduoatronal
‘programmes and curricula aimed at teaching and learning for a more just, sustainable and
peaceful world. The integrated approach promoted by the Earth Charter emphasizes the - ,
relationships between the different challenges faced by humanity, ranging from the eradication of
poverty, to the protection of Earth’s ecological systems, and to the elimination of all forms of
discrimination. The Earth Charter can be used as a resource to undertake teaching and learning, in
many fields and can help in exploring the Imks and mter-relatronshrps between the i varlous
dimensions of sustainability.

The Earth Charter can help to rmprove the quahty of education by serving as a vehicle for
integrating ethics into the curriculum. Quahty Education” is based on the four pillars of the
Education for All movement: learning to know, learning to do, learning fo live together and with’
others, and learning to be (Delors et al., 1996). Of particular relevance here is Earth Charter
Principle 2, which calls. for an ethics and a pedagogy of care: “"Care for the community of life with
understanding, love, and compassion.” The Earth Charter Preamble stresses that “we must realize
that when basro needs have been met, human development is primarily about being-more, not
havrng more,” and the Earth Charter affirms in Principle 1b faith in the intellectual, artistic, ethical,
ahd spiritual potentlal of humanity. Using the Earth Charter as a tool for critical reflection: and for




respOnsibIe action, education processes can help develop an orientation toward life based on the \
concept of caring and can help students become the persons they have the potential to be.

Many other principles have specific educational implications. For example, Principle 8 calls on the
need to “advance the study of ecological sustainability and promote the open exchange and wide
application of the knowledge acquired.” Principle 11 affirms the need to recognize “gender equality
and equity as prerequisites to-sustainable development and ensure universal access to education,
" health care, and economic opportunity.” This principle relates to the efforts of the Millennium
Development Goals and Education for All movements to promote basic education for all, gender
equlty in education, and the lmprovement of qualrty of educatlon ‘

l.  ETHICS AND THE EARTH CHARTER R

The Earth Charter sets forth ethical bnnciples and general guidelines for sustalnable ways"of living .
“and for bulldlng global community. It challenges people to think abaut ethical values and to expand :
their ethlcal consmousness

A Ethlcs asa phllosophlcal dlsmpltne is cqncerned with inquiry regarding what is right and wrong, or
good and bad, in human conduct. A society’s ethical values are the guide to what is considered
right and wrong in the relations among people and between people and the larger Iiving ‘world. .
Shared ethical values are the foundation of community and the rule of law. A person’s ethical
values reflect what kind of a person he or she chooses to be and what quality of commumty life she ;
or he.chooses to suppon and sustain. « -

People inherit ethlcal values from their family and culture. As the individual matures intellectually
and learns-to think independently, he or she must learn the art of ethical decision-making. The
process of making sound ethical choices in concrete situations requires thinking imaginatively with
both the head and the heart. Reason and scientific knowledge can help people understand the
consequences of different courses of action, which are important to consider when making ethical
judgments. However, scientific information by itself cannot determine what is right and wrong.
Compassmn and commitment, as well as reason, are involved in dec:snons with ethical dlmenSIons

It is important to recognize that the Earth Charter contains general ethical principles as distinct )
from rules. Rules tell one exactly what to do in a specific situation. General principles tell us what to- -

 think about when we are deciding what to do. It is also useful to keep in mind that we live in a ’
complex world and there will be at times conflict between different ethical principles. For example,
there'is frequently a tension between individual freedom and securing justice for all. Likewise, there 7
can be tension between the needs of present generations and the needs of future genera’uons and
between the short-term interests of people and the long-term health of ecosystems.

The Earth Charter is desngned as a vision of global ethlcs which-can be used to promote ongomg
reflection and dialogue across different cultural perspectives. Global ethics are urgently needed in
the twenty-first century. All pedples live in an increasingly interdependent world. No group or nation

© can olve the major problems they face by acting alone. International and cross-cultural
collaboration’is essential. Effective collaboration requires common goals and shared values, and
that means global ethics. : o , .



Iv. EARTH CHARTER 'THEMES

The following are some of the, major themes’ |nc|uded in the Earth Charter that can be emphasized
in educatronat programs. x ,

Critical global challenges and choices. The Earth: Charter Preamble outlmes the critical
environmental, social and economic challenges that confront hurnamty in the twenty-first.century

~and highlights the chorces we must make in order to burld a more Just ‘sustainable and peaceful

-, world.

’

The interdépendence of social, economic and environmenta/ concerns. The Earth Charter

principles are organised into four main interdependent sectrons “Respect and Care for the
Community of- Life”; “Ecologrcal Integrity”; “‘Social and Economic Justice”: and “Democracy,
Nonviolence, and Peace.” These define the major spheres of responsrbrlrty that must be

. ¢onsidered together when assessing-critical problems and seeking solutions. For example, poverty
" is both a cause and consequence.of environmental degradation and to solve erther problem one
“must address both as well as many other issues. :

A definition of sustainable deve/opment and guide to sustainable l/vmg Developed through a wide
global consultation process and drawing on a comprehensive,review of environment and ’
deveIopment documents, the Eaith Charter represents a socially vatrdated definition of
sustamablhty in'what is a contested field of i rnqurry ,

Universal rights and universal responsibilities. The Earth Charter clarifies the relatron between
universal human rights and universal human responsibilities. In the words of the Unijversal
Declaration of Human Rights “All human beings are born freé and equal in dignity-and rights.” All
human beings also have social and ecological responsibilities These common responsibilities
should be differentiated according,to each person’s capacities and circumstances. In addition, it is
important to recognize that socrat and ecological responsrblhtles create limits on the exercise of
rights and freedoms : :

The greater community of life. The Earth Charter emphasizes that all people are members of one
human family and that the human family is an interdependent part of the greater community of life
on Earth. Membership in the community of life embeds us in the universe story’and callsusto
support future generations. Wrth community membership goes the responsibility to respect all
members of the community. and to live in a way that supports the common good. What are our
responsibilities to people from other nations, cultures and religions? To future generations? To
nonhuman species, individual animals and ecosystems? The Earth Charter can be used to engage
teachers and students in a dratogue on these important questrons

‘6 Global eth/cs The Unrversal Declaratron of Human Rights, and the Charter of the United .

Nations, created 60 years ago in the aftermath of World War I, created the foundation for global
ethics. The World Commission on Envirenment and Development in 1987 called for a new charter .
to guide the transition to a sustainable future. This recommendation led to the early efforts to

. create an Earth Charter with a new vision of human-Earth relationships. The Earth Charter draftrng,

B ‘process involved a dialogue with thousands of people from around the world, and is an example of

how shared values and ethical pnncrples can be found amldst our cultural drversrty

* Ecological /ntegr/ty The second section of Earth Charter prmcrples sets forth gurdelmes for

protecting and restoring the ecological integrity of the planet. Ecological integrity refers to the
health of Earth's life support systems rncludrng the capacrty of ecosystems to provide clean air,




fresh water, and food and to recycle waste (ecosystems services) and the health of the planet's

-biodiversity. The Earth Charter’s principles provide a framework for dealing with environmental
_problems such as protectmg endangered species, reducing pollution and dealing with climate -
‘change. - . . . .

Social, economic, and environmental justice. The third section of Earth Charter principles focuses
on social and economic justice, including the eradication of poverty, equitable socio-economic
development, gender equality, and universal.access to education, healthcare, and economic

.opportunity. In addition, the Earth Charter expands the concept of social justice to include
envrronmental justice and the human rlght to a safe and healthy environment. '

Democracy, nonwo/ence and peace. The Earth Charter highlights the :mportance of democratic
institutions and the active engagement of citizens in promoting environmental protection and

. sustainable development, The Earth Charter defines peace as involving right relatlonshlp with
- oneself, other persons, other cultures, and the larger living world.: It emphasizes that the challenge

is to create a culture of peace that promotes these right relationships. In addition, the peace
principle in the EarthCharter is the concluding principle because implementation of alt of the

" preceding principles is a prerequisite for achieving peace. The Earth Charter constitutes a map of

10.

the mtene!ated issues involved in promoting nonviolence and peace

Partnerships, Co//aborat/on and global governance The conclusron of the Earth Charter (“The Way ,
Forward”) emphasizes that “every individual, family, organisation, community and government has
a vital role to play” in building a secure and sustainable future. This concluding section also
highlights that the partnership of governments, civil society, and business is essential for effective
governance, and that, in addition to informal arrangements, building a sustainable global
community requires advancing formal means of governance, including processes and Iegal
instruments nego’uated through the Umted Nations.

- V. EDUCATIONAL GOALS AND THE EARTH ‘CHARTER-

The Earth Charter can be used to support a variety of educational goals including the following: -

1. Raieing awareness and understanding of critical global problems — The Earth Charter can be K

used to develop the capacity for critical thinking and to raise teachers and students awareness
and understanding of the environmental, social, ~and economic problems facing the world, the
interdependent nature of these problems, and the need to live with a sense of global .
responsrbmty, especially at a time when we face crises of unprecedented magnitude.

2. Promoting d/a/ogue oh the va/ues and principles for a sustamable way of /lfe Common goals
_ and shared values are the foundation of a strong and healthy community. The Earth Charter is
a.valuable resource for promoting dialogue on the common goals and shared values needed to
build just, sustainable, and peaceful communities both locally and globally. Dialogue requires
respect for cuiltural diversity and the opinions of others, careful listening, and the open -minded
search for common ground.:

3. Promoting /nd/wdua/s ethical developmeni - By using the Eadh Charter to raise awareness,

develop understanding of critical global problems, and promote dialogue on common goals'and
shared values, the Earth Charter can become an instrument for expanding a person’s ethical
awareness and commitments. It can also assist individuals in learning how to make sound
ethical choices that involve thinking imaginatively with both the head and the heart.

wh



Insp///ng a sp/rlt of co//aborat/on cooperation, and action — The Earth Charter concludes wnth a
call for action through, among other things, new partnerships between civil society, business,
-and government at all levels. The challenges of sustainability are so large and complex that
they can only be meaningfully addressed through cooperation. The educational challenge here
is to provide students with the skills and opportunities for cooperatrve actions that express their
‘ldeas for more sustarnable ways of living . «

. Encourag/ng a bio- sensn‘we out/ook Many of the Earth Charter’s pnnctples ¢an be used to’
"help teachers and-students become more aware of and better understand the importance of

biodiversity, natural processes, and the ecosystem services they provide to all living beings, the

~  needs of other species and mdrvrduat animals, and the envrronmental oondltrons neoessary for
‘a heaIthy life. : :

Apply/ng values and principles — The main body of the Earth Charter is action- orrented and
functions as ‘a guide to more sustainable ways of living. The Earth Chartef can serve as a
framework for people and organizations to critically compare their reality with their ideals. This
kind of analysis in turn provides the basns for |dent|fy|ng strategres for bnngmg about
constructlve change. : , ,

.. Facllitating an understand/ng of the relat/onsh/p between the Earth Charter, pub//c poI/cy and -
“international law — While the Earth Charter is a “people’s charter” it can also be understood as
an international “soft law” document. Soft law is important as it provides the values and -
principles to support and direct the development of “hard law” such as new international
‘treaties. The Earth Charter can be used to explore the status of pubhc policy and Iaw regardmg
'problems of envrronment and deveIopment :

Assrst/ng eduoat/onal institutions and systems in reorienting their teachlng and operations
towards sustainable ways of living. The Earth Charter has ispired many educational resources
_for teaching and learning for a sustainable future, and for assessing the sustainability .
“practices of educational institutions. These Earth Charter based resources can be used - )
. to deepen our understandlng of, and practrce of, ]ustrce sustarnabrhty and peace m educatronat‘
settings. ‘ t

In summary educatlon for sustamablllty, as mformed by the Earth Charter, should help Iearners

-. Towunderstand. the challenges and critical chorces that humanlty faces and apprecrate
the mterconnectrons between these chaIIenges and chorces ”

- To comprehend the meanlng of a sustarnable way of In‘e and of sustainable
development and to create personal goals and values oonducrve to a sustainable way‘
of living; and,

- To onttcally evaluate a given srtuatton and identify actlon goals for bnngrng about
. positive change .

3

GUIDELINES FOR DEVELOPING EARTH CHARTER EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES
ACTIVITIES AND MATERIALS

| There are many ways that the Earth Charter can be used in educahon depending on the context,
“and on the educator’'s and student’s interests. Formal and non-formal educational settings offer -
different oppértunities for Using the Eaith Charter, and the appropriateness of an approach will vary




in dnfferent culturat seftings. There is not a srngle ‘best way” to use the Earth Charter in education.

However, based on the expenenoes of educators from diverse settnngs the fotlowmg general

guidelines are offered

1.

Be consrstent wrth the Earth Chan‘ers values and principles, The process by which Earth
Charter educational materials and programmes are developed and used should be consistent
with the spirit of the document, respecting diversity, emphasizing participation, and learning
from locally-based knowledge and activities. Such processes involve learning through dialogue

- and the exchange of drfferent perspectives as a practrce that will enrich critical thlnkmg

\

Use the Earth Chartet within exrst/ng eduoat/ona/ programmes and textbooks. In formal
education, it can be very difficult to make room for new content. Opportunities should be
explored to use the Earth Charter within existing educational programmes. Educational
systems, curricula and materials can be examined in order to identify opportunities for making
use of the Earth Charter, for re- organising existing matenal and for informing curriculum
development in hght of the Earth Charter. ,

. Avoid preaching or proselyt[z/ng. Values education requires that teachers and learners remain
. aware of the need to avoid proselytising, respect the right of individual learners to

independently hold or reject values, and understand that within the search for common ground,

- respect for cultural diversity is a central value. . -

Use the mtegrated mterdrscrpl/nary vision of the Earth Chatrter. Educatlon programmes and
activities using the Earth Charter should try and consider all parts and main themes of the
Charter, thereby promoting an integrated, holistic approach. Often, one of the parts or themes
of the Charter may serve as the entry into reflecting or analyzing a topic. However, the activity

*or programme should seek as much as possible to work with the integrated vision of the -
Charter. This will require reflecting on the effects and- implications of one part on another, such
as the linkages between humanity's social, environmental, political, ethical and economic

challenges. Educational materials and programmes based on the Earth, Charter should reflect

. its multidisciplinary character, integrating the sciences, the humanities and the creative arts."

The Earth Charter provides a bridge between science and the humanities that can help to

enhance the role of transdrsorpllnary studies in our educational systems

Provide oppom/n/t/es for “/eam/ng by doing.” Earth Charter-based educatlonal programmes
should'use experiential learning activities that involve action-oriented learning or "learning by
doing”, such:as community outreach activities; a field trip to expenence a specific context or -
situation addressed in class; learning activities that model real life situations; such as role-

_ playing; and, “hands on’ educatron experiences with research-oriented activities. Secondary
. and university students might consider forming a youth group and carrying out sustainability

and peace- buﬂdrng projects. Experiential learning is essential to bridging the gap between
espoused values and real-life actions. It also provides opportunities to experience what it

~ means to implement an ethical principle within one’s community and personal life. Expenentlal

learning is particularly important for ethics education, for |t is when we are engaged in actlon

that our values are apphed and tested.

Use f/eX/ble and contextua//zed educat/onal processes. tarth Charter educational programmes

- “should wherever possible offer experiences and reflections that are closely related to, and

rooted in, the contextual reality of the learners. Such processes should directly involve the
learners and address their priorities as much as possible according to their context. '



7. Promote socral and professional networks to connect learners and educators through webs of
* interaction and relationship that develop shared knowledge as well as professional support.
~These networks can be established on a virtual or electronic basns as well as through face-to-
face contact. : .

i CONCLUSION

This document offers gmdehnes for individuals and groups interested in using the Earth Charter in
" educational practice. Hopefully, it will stimulate further use of the Earth Charter in schoots
unlversmes and in many workshops and educatlonal settings. :

A number of Earth Charter tools and resources have been deve|oped by dnfferent groups and are
available from the Earth Charter website: www.earthcharter.org. Materials include a compilation of
experiences on how the Earth Charter has been used in different educational settings, which
present the different ways groups are using the Earth Charter as an ethical framework for ,
reorienting curricula to meet the challenges of sustainability. These can serve as an educational
resource for understandmg of the critical choices facmg humamty and the urgent need to foster

. commitment to a sustamable way of hfe ,

For more mformatlon contact: mfo@earthcharter.orq ;

i

This document builds on the Synthesis Report of an on-line Education Discussion held in 2001. In

April 2007 a small group of people was put.together to start working on a first draft. In February -

2009, a sub-set of this group came together to work.on a final draft. This work was completed on 2.

.April 2009. The individuals involved.in this work included: Abelardo Brenes, Kiran Chhokar, Rick
Clugston, Peter Corcoran, Moacir Gadotti, Edgar Gonzalez, Brendan Mackey, Steven Rookefel/er
Kartikeya Sarabbhai, Michael Slaby, Shafia Succar, Mary Evelyn Tucker, Mitian Vilela, and
Razeena Wagiet.
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